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Time for that diamond ring?

Think outside the box

By Chandra Orr
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We've alll soem thar clasic movic moment: A fancy restrand, the man
]M qui'.l l.‘u'r!' jL‘“tll‘r' hmf. 1|'\\ WO |\u‘n‘H u\\{il\g h“.\ :m..t mk I']\c |\nx
— wl, it's mose definirely not an engagement ring.

Ie's a Fumny semeen soerasio, bur ies comminly not amesing in pesson.
Solisten up men! To avoid any ambiguity when gifting jewels and gems,
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Switch the bons, chamge the packaging. weap the present inmiddeading
paper — whasever it ks

T alsoy hellps o chocese the righ piece for the might gid. Diamonds, in
sl chowes, ane alwsrys weloomed sed jewelry destmer Cynrhia AL Sliwa,
coeamhorof faudry Sy, Whe Ewers Jowoky Wiemer Shoudd Ko, (Jewels
on Jeweds e, 3200, pensed with hird-eenerarion jeweler Caroline Sean-
Ty, If o'z ot mesacly o ke thie phimee into weddied Bliss, Jook for some-
thime sienpde and urnambaaous

Diaamaond stud esaminges and diamond pendanis ane abasays a hir, bue don't
everbook the impace of a snming srngof pears, a pasr of [4-can gold
hoop camingsora hinged bemgde,

“Yowl can rever
wowrong with the
clasics,” sad jow-
elry expert and cer-
nifsed germolopst
Susan Essen, author
of Uy Abow
Jedry: The Expert
Cinicke o Breving.
Sellg cond Caming Jir
Your Levhry™ (Full
Circle Interraticsel
Puiblishing, $17).

Stver clear of
’ larper or mone ex-

F persive dinmonds
i umless you've boen

e dating wachibe —
¥ 1 ﬂ\ and skip rhe nings
carly in the relationship. They misghe gve the wrong impresson.

“Riregs comnete mamiage, and this can neally mem off somcone wheo is nor
131 ﬂ'r.lr mn.k'." Ei.mln_-alid.

Even those in bong-term rebanionships should be caurious when presont-
1T I 8 Ilﬂﬁ' — l;!"\\'i.'lll’" if;il'l\‘!'m!_'nh;!“ % ree mn e R,

I o e not giving an ergaement rirg and do notwsh mbe
miskeading, make sune your packaging sends the sppropriane messge — and
o't give i 1o her on bendad koee,” Exsen sikd. Most jowedens offer alterna-
rive packaging that does not resemible a ring bos, Unless you'ne giving an
CTHEECTOCTIE T, '.Iﬂ: E‘lh_'hw u.l\ﬂl n't.'llc:u'q: }u,lf]'qn'h:ﬁ:;.

MAKE IT PERSONAL

The best gifes are those that have meaning — and jewelry is no differene.
"By somnething dar sgmifies something, like a bisthstone psece sprmbolising
the morth vou met or two heares mgether simbolizing your relaionship,”
Eisery s, “Thits will relly soome voun Bl potars, and e will become some-
thing she wall cherish fonever”

Toor ke thee prece moee personal, consder engrning. The right
cxpression can mansfonm an ookinary picce of jewelny meo an everlssting
low berrer:

“Engraving a sentimental phrase on a piece of jewelny makes all the
difference im the woekd ro the person recenving rhe gifr,” Esen said.

Start shoppaing cardy o bear the Valentines Dy nsh, Spend some time
winchow shopping with your belosed, bur keep it nonchalane. The poal is ee
et fo for what appeals o her

“Uiet asenee of thie sryles she profers, or consider hoppang with one of
heerfriends to cheovee something she Il like," Sl sid.

GO FOR QUALITY

“Jewelry shoppers should abways corsider the wiighs, qualing and
durabsility of the jewelry they are buying,” Eisen sad,

Fane-cpeeling ol should be 14 0 18 carars and nor thim or flimsy. Secer
chear of 24carar gold. While the punst, it is alaauine soft and mealleabhe,
A gerweral rule of thamb for gemstones i the nicher the color and the
Cherer the stone, the higher thie vihee, Sty anay from stones that ook
wasdhed our or roo dak.

A if the store bus o gemntee, check onther reeum policy and make
aure the person you ane buying from is a cemified or gradiane gomologise,

“Ie's important o keowe ety ahar you'ne buyive,” Sliw sid, “Request
ameceipe thar klenmifics exactly whar you purchased. And ask albour srone
policies for adpsmments or reteme”

PBefione making your punchase, be sune the jowelry firs or can be pesised
if reedad

“ A, of course, be neasorably sure thar the recipient will like it bocause
you gt not be able o e it Sliwa sid.
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