birthdays
scaled back

By Kamala Lane
Agsociabed Press

GREENBELT, Md. — Jar-
ratt Hughes and Mareia Har-
ris splurged last year on a
birthdy party for one of their
cight children. A show ot Me-
dieval Times dinner theater
— compléte with a four-
course meal, Hollywood spe-
cial effects and a jousting
tournament — cost $300 for
the whole family.

O Sunday, another daugh-
ver will narn 13, but the festiv-
ithes will be more reminiscent
af the F¥0s than the Hith cen-
mury.

“She won't get much.” said Hughes,
who lost his job as a courier for a doc-
tor's office last year. “We might just
::3.' ‘Happy Birthday® and have cike

ice eream with just the family.”

As the recession drags on, moms and
dads are finding ways to dote on their
kids without opening their wallets
Fancy birthday parties, music lessons,
sports Imﬁuns and gifts are being
scaled back or eliminated. Even the
Tooth Fairy has been put on a budget.

The pain is not fimited 1o the kids.
Businesses are alwo feeling the pinch,
And even parents with reli -
COmes arc saying no more often.

“Parents are cunting back across the
Iboard,” said BMO Capital Markets an-
alyst Gerrlek Johnson.

Hughes said his family
ming costs after he lost his

Then their situation worsened after
the récent death of a gencrous family
member who had helped with mort-
gage payments. The couple decided
Harris would support the family
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through her job as 3 maintenance
worker for the federal government
while Ilushn stayed home with the
kids, svolding child core coste

“It's a by change.” Hughes said ot a
Target in Greenbedt, Va Sons Jonathan
and Joshua pointed to toys: daughter
Ashley begged for a doll

It's & change for corporate America,
o, Irs 2008, zales of toys fell 3 percent
to $216 billion from the previous year,

Children's clothing sales fell L2 per-
cemt to 5368 billion, according to the
rescarch firm NPD Group,

At RockMfun Music in Falls Church,
Va the mumber of people, mostly chil-
dren, taking gubtar, ptano and other lek-
sons has fallen 5 to 10 percent in the
past four months, co-owner Kevin
Glass said,

Paul Fechira, owner of Youth Sports,
Virginta Tralning Center Inc. in Wood-
bridge, Va. said business has dropped
15 1o 20 percent since last summer —
even though the Beijing Olympics
should have provided a boost. The
company Is trying to accommodate

Ancepeetyn Martin | Assocaled Presa

A.). Wynne, 3, of Chevy Chase, Md,, loads groceries onto the belt as his mother,
Backy Wynine, holds Henry Wynne, 11 months, at a store in Silver Sprng, Md.

some hard-hit parents by reducing
Tates.

“Things are premy tight lately,” Fe-
clura said,

For some fumilies; the beli-tightening
Is needed for survival

Heather Parroit, a stay-at-home
mather of three sons in Portland, Ore,,
said her family cut spending after her
huzsband was Inid off in January from a
software company.

The Parrotts have yet to have a birth-
day party this yvear for son Zachary,
who turned 8 in February. The boys are
also shting out extracurricular sponis
becanse they cannot afford the lees.

For Suzanna Tepegne, the lowes
point came when she and her husband
‘coudd nof biry Christrs gifts for their
thiree childrén, The family had !r-‘rln.;t
gled since she left her job as a caretak-
er for mentally dizabled people in 2007
so she coald watch her auﬁncr. She's
working now as a house cleaner, but
the b:dgtcmuny moans less business.

“f feel Hke sometimes | cry by my-
self Tepegne said.

Winners

Continuad from 1F

honored at a May 14 luncheon
that’s organized by the local
SBA office, SCORE and the El
Paso Small Business Consor-
hum.

Each wyear, sucoesaful small
businesses are singled ot for
their schievements in citles
across the country as a way to
acknowledge their impact on
the national
and Il.'n.‘jrd}
economy, &
I"hﬂ!l}'l Silva,
the SHAs El
Pazo  Districi
director.

=Small busi-
nesses creale
70 percent af
all new jobs mationwide with a
similar impact to the local
community,” Silva said. “They
contriburte signkficansly to new
ideas and innovation and rep-
resent the majority of all new
pg{_ml: fikimgs.”

niy-nine years agn,
Fisen said, she had a gﬂkfcn
opportunity tw have her own
buzsiness. She was offered the
chance to take over Tiara [cu.r"i
elry, which was going out
business after one year. Eisen
took over the lease and oper-
ated the business for about 10
vears but with her cwm spin on
it. She changed the company’s
name to Susan Eisen Fine Jew-
elry & Watches in 1990,

“It was an opportunity that
fell into my 1:5:.' sabd Elsen,
who employs 10 people. “Tt
was 4 gokden opportunity to

Small Business Week winners

Local Srmall Businoss Week
award winnars: |

= El Paso District Small
Business Parson of the
Year: Susan Eisen, chial |
executive officer and |
chief designer,
Eisen Fine Jewalry &
Watches.

the Year: Susan Mucha,
prasident and owner, Pow-
ell-Mucha Consulting Inc.
= El Paso District Women
in Business Champlon of
the Year: Laura Sanchoz-
Miramontes, president,
Access Remodeling &
Construction Co,

= El Paso District Financial
Services Champion of
the Year: Joseph D. Feld-
man. certified public ac-

start 3 business without any
maijor financial backing. 1 did
borrow 51000 from my ma-
ternal grandmother and start-
ed making jewelry, doing re-
pairs and selling art.”

Eiscn has been located at
5857 M. Miesa, Suite 19, in the
Century Plaza shopping cen-
ter, for about seven years,

The 5BA's other major
award winner & Susan Mucha,
who is the SBA's Region 6
winner of the Home-Rased
Business Champlon of the
Year. Mucha, rﬂ:si.d-:-ru and
owner of Powell-Mocha Con-
subting Inc. in El Paso, beat out
other home-based businesses
in five stotes — Texas, New

el rl.";‘
-«

countant,

* El Paso District Small
Business Journalist of
itha Year: Thomas Fenton,
publisher, E1 Paso Ine.

¥ El Paso District Veteran
Small Business Champi-
on of the Year: Carlos
Rivara, president, Veter-
ans Business Assoclation,

= El Paso District Jeffrey
Butland Family Owned
Business of the Year: Fil-
bert Candelaria, presi-
dant, Three C's Contrac-
tors Inc,

on of the Year: Terr
Reed, project director, Mi-
nority Business Enterprise
Canter, which Is run by
the Hispanic Chamber of
Commerce.

Mexbon, Oklahoma, Arkansas
and Louisiana — for the honor.,

Mucha's consulting busi-
ness serves the electronics
contract manufaciuring . in-
dustry, and she has a clientele
of LS. multinational compa-
nies and some in Singapore.
She declined to name any
clicnts,

She describes her home-
based business as being “non-
traditional® in that it's broken
away from the usual business
plan of serving a small group
of bocal clients or working as a
freelancer.

“Tuo the world, my business
is a leading consultancy. If
you walk into an electronics

show, people know the name
of my company.” she said
“The only ditference is | oper-
ate out of my home instead of
1 brick-and-martar” office.
Mucha started her consalt-
ing company in 2001 after
working in the electronics
contract manufacturing in-
dustry for about 20 years. She
was vice president of sales
and marketing and a corpo-
rate officer for Elamex 5.A. de
C.V. in Judrez for four years.
“The mode]l I'm using is be-
coming more imteresting o
people. who always thought
that they'd stay in corpora-
tions but are now seeing cor-
porations downsizing and
consolidating,” Mucha sakd
“They ask me, ‘How can 1 do

what you're doing? When 1
can, I try to belp them. 1 used
to look dewn on people who

do what [ do. 1 thought they
couldn’t cut it (in c rate
business) But the reality is
changing, There are fewer
jobis out there”

Running a home-based busi-
ness offers a kot of advantages,
she sadd.

“1 bought a new car two
years apa; it has 8000 miles
on it.” she sald. “1 don't have a
commute; | just go to the akr-

p

Having her office in ber
home also allows her tostay in
Lﬁuuxlwlmr:aﬂc;;in Sin-

F] wit ving to stay
Eﬂ:ﬂc'lh offlce, she said.

Having a home-based basi-
ness is also more encrgy offi-
cient, she said.

“It's essentially a dual-use
bulbding.” she said.

up oA jar ar plggy bank, or
accumulating beneath the
couch cushions, But 57,000
worth?

That's how much Clark
Pellington's family has col-
lected in coins the past five

ears. It's a windiall from
ife’s lirle transactions —
change from that cup of cof-
fee bought on the way (o
work, or a few dimes back
from the toll booth clerk.

“1 bring home cvery penny
that lands in my pocker”
said Pellingion, 46, a mar
ried fnancial services pro-
fessional from Wayne, M.J.

Pellington's  9-year-old
son and $-year-old daugheer
split the proceeds from the
family's coin stash, but they
don't blow it on toys or can-
dy. Once a month, lhii: ki.:s
round up their piggy banks
and iuinphibdn :Emad o a
trip to a Penny Arcade ma-
chine at a local TD Bank
branch,

There. thoy get a penny-
for-penny returne on their
coin exchanges, The moncy
gocs into the kids' savings
accounts. Each time one of
the accounts hits 51,000,
they move the cash into cer-
tificates of deposit that earn
higher interest than savings
ACCOUnEs.

I’z a way to feed the kids'
college savings funds and to
teach a besson.

“In a few years, U'll teach
them the virtues of com-
pound tatercst,” Pellington
said. "A lot of parents sock
away money for their kids.
But if their kids don't learn
how to manage money and
save, the message doesn't
get through.”

It's an opportunity that
many parents can take a
vantage of: The average LS.
household has about $90 in
coins sitting idle, according
to coln-counting machine
operator Colnstar Inc,

Some people hold on to
coin stashes for years and
turn them in when a rainy
day arrives. But for many
Eru[ﬂ-.-. that rainy day is

ere, in the form of o reces-
sion.

However, if you do turn
your coins in, don't peces-
sarily expect an even ex-
change. Usually, it depends
on how much you're willing
to pay for comvenience.
Here are some options:

» Bank: Coin exchange

olicies vary from bank o
Eank and somectimes  from
branch to branch, General-
Iy, banks will give you back
a full return in bills or a
credit to your account If you
bring in coins sorted in pa-
per rolls, But the policy may

soame Tips:

# Coénstar: The site www,
colnstar.com features a lo-
cator to lind a nearby ma-
chine. lcors indicate which
additional services are of-
fered at sach machine.

= Give to charity: Ary num-
ber of charities take coins
— such as the Sahvation
Arrmy coin kettbes during
the holidays, and school
lundraising drives.

haven't sorted the coins, or

aren’t a customer of the

bank. S0 you may want to
call or check the bank's Web
site before you load up on
coins to drop offl

For people on the East

Coast — particularly in the

Mid-Atlantic states — you

may be pear one of TD

Bank's Penny  Arcade ma-

chines, situated inside bank

branches. The machines are
the legacy of TD Bank Fi-

mm-i;ﬁ Group's acquisition

last year of Commerce Ban-

corp. Commerce introduced
the machines in New Jersey
and eastern Pennsylvanka in

10, Since the acquisition.

T Bank has been adding

Penny Arcades to new re

lons, Including Mew Eng-
nd

The machines are Rup‘ul-ar
because you don’t have (o
sort cokng, and there's no fec
whether you're a TD Bank
customer or_nat. It's o way
for the bank to introduce its
BEMVICEs [0 NOO-CUSIOMETS
— especially younger ones
who might become lifetime
clients,
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